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orifice of the mouth. We must now consider these
muscles singly, both as regards their action and their
relation to the annular layer of muscle.

Two muscles are generally distinguished upon each
side as elevators of the upper lip, though the distinction
rests upon a very slight foundation. A very broad plate
of muscle arises from the inner half of the lower margin
of the orbit, the line of origin extending as far as the
lateral surface of the nasal bone, close to the inner angle
of the eye. This muscular plate diminishes in size as it
descends, and is inserted in the upper lip. The inner
fibres do not, however, reach as far as the upper lip, but
terminate in the fold of integument between the ala of
the nose and the cheek. An interruption which occurs
in the line of origin near the inner angle of the eye,
caused by the passage of a small nerve to the lower eye-
lid, has been considered as a sufficient reason for dividing
this muscle into two parts. Those fasciculi which arise
upon the inner side of this gap are called the levator Idbii
superioris alaeque nasi, because they contain those fibres
which terminate near, and consequently raise, the ala of
the nose; the rest of the muscle, however, which arises
from the outer side of the above-mentioned gap, is called
the levator labii superioris proprius. It is evident that
this division is entirely artificial, and that the two
muscles should more properly be regarded as one (the
levator labii superioris), although a few of its fasciculi
cannot directly elevate the upper lip, but do so only
through the ala of the nose. If any artificial division is
to be made, it would be better to call the latter fasciculi
the levator alae nasi.

Corresponding to this muscle, we have a depressor of
the lower lip, the depressor labii inferioris (quadratus
menti). This arises upon the lower jaw in the hollow